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NEW YORK TIMES

'Reversal on P.E.N. Congress
Linked to Authors' Trial

By PETER GROSE
. Special to The New York Times
MOSCOW, June 9—The So-
viet Union withdrew today from
participation in the world con-
gress of P.E.N,, a writers' or-
ganization, apparently to avoid
being challenged about the con-
viction of the two writers, An-
drei D. Sinyavsky and Yuli M.
:Daniel. ' - .
+ The congress opens Saturday,
‘and the last-minute cancella-
tion scemed to be an acknowl-
edgment that Soviet attempis
to gain recognition by the in-
; ternational writers’' forum have
{been thwarted by the Sinyavsiy-
1 Daniel case. )
| P.IB.N.—the initials stand for
ipoets, playwrights, editors, cs-
'sayists and novelists—has been
lamong the most outspoken of
ithe literary -organizations that
“have protested the two authors’
trial and sentences to hard labor
in February. Both men were
convicted under the .Russian
criminal code for having
smuggled ahbroad works judged
to be anti-Soviet.

Clemency Appeal Failed

A senior pfficial of the P.E.N.
orgainzationl failed in an at-
tempt to win clemency for the
two  writers when he visited
Moscow in April. “We cannot
possibly offer PJL.N, member-
ship to the Soviet Union during
the New York congress as we
had hoped,” the official, David
Carver, said at that time.

Despite that rebuff, the Soviet
Union accepted the organiza-
tion's invitation to send observ-
ers to the congress. Only' five
days ago a delegation of six
writers was named.,

Yy writers organized in 78 chaptevs

.
JUN 10 1656
available to comment on 'thegr‘non:h Mr. Golentiere received
degision. . e |a cablegeam from Moscow Tio-
: tamsiatiend as obscrvers from {he
in 58 countrics, including al) the Soviet * Union. The  six. were
Communist countrie s ofEasi-jlisted as Georgl Breitburd,
ern Idurope except the Soviel Viadimir G, Maciavariani, Boris
‘Union and Abania, =~ ... _Ryurikov, Kaysin Kuliyev, Scr-!
_The opening of a Soviet ehab='.oi ooy and Jehannes Semper,
ter would have been & sig-® o pinnic bioc delegations
miicant step townrd sirengih-,ono" thoce scheduled fo at-
ening the tics of Soviet writers ¢ na" o from Poland, Hungary,
With their colleagues abroad. Czechoslovakia, Rumania, Bul-
Speech Freedom Stressed  |garia and East Germany. -
Absolute freedom of spoech is;
a basic tenet of the organiza-!
tion's charter, however, and its!
protest made clear the view
that the Sinyavsky-Danicl case:
violated that principle. :
United States Embassy offi-
cials said that visas had been
granted to all six delegates to
visit New York for the reeting.;
The Soviet delegation includ-:
ed literary figures known more.
for their organizational work!
in the Union of Writers than;
for their writing,’ None wasj
considered ropresentative of thel
liberal camp in Soviet litera-|
ture, which scemed to indicatel
that the Soviet authorities were!
planning an official defense of,
the action against the two|
writers. .
That is the practice thoy have
followed in recent encounters
1 wals wio
‘udgment.
More liberal Soviet writers havel
privately expressed their own!
Iresentment against the official:
verdict. . |

— - |
Americans Not Apprised
Lewis Galentieve, president of|
the - American P.E.N.,’ Center,
said last night that he had not
received word rrom the So
Union that its delegation of
writers would not attend the
congress. Tl
My, Galenticre” and -other|
Araericans in the’ organization
were unwilling to comment on
the Moscow roport or to specu-
late why the Soviet wryiters'!
trip was canceled, , o
\At ‘the_ beginning " of * this

No oificial reason was given!
for the sudden reversal and can-,
cellation, which was announced
Dy Tass, the Soviet press agency.

Responsible officials were not
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